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Min-Writing Unit (Weeks 1-4) 

 

Standards 

W.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, 

and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 

information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 

charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen 

facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships 

among ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 

topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information 

or explanation presented. 

W.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 

question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused 

questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

W.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search 

terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or 

paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following 

a standard format for citation. 

W.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

a. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern work of 

fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional 

stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is 

rendered new”). 



b. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the 

argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and 

the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is 

introduced”). 

 

I Can Statements 

 
I can find information to support my topic. 
 
I can use transitions effectively. 
 
I can write in a formal style. 
 
I can write a conclusion using supporting details from my information. 
 
I can introduce, recognize, and figure out opposing ideas, and organize the reasons behind 
each argument. 
 
I can use relevant information to organize and support my topic; using facts, quotes, details, 
etc. to create cohesion and clarify relationships. 
 
I can use specific content vocabulary to support my ideas. 
 
I can write a conclusion paragraph  
W.2 
 
I can apply reliable sources of information. 
 
I can narrow or broaden that inquiry when appropriate. 
 
I can use multiple research avenues appropriately. 
 
I can decide which facts/examples best answer a question. 
 
I can decide if a source is valid. 
 
I can ask or write questions that invite further investigation. 
 



I can do a short research project that answers questions using several sources and includes 
questions that invite further investigation. 
W.7 
 
I can recognize standard format for citation. 
 
I can determine the importance of various gathered information mediums.  
 
I can effectively use search terms. 
 
I can gather information from various sources. 
 
I can decide if a source is credible and accurate. 
 
I can use quotes or paraphrase material without plagiarizing. 
W.8 
 

 

People Who Make A Difference (Weeks 5-11) 

 

RL.1. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RL.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the 

course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide 

an objective summary of the text. 

RL.3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the 

action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

RL.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on 

meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

 

RI.1. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RI.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of 

the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of 

the text. 



RI.3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, 

ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 

RI.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word 

choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

RI.5. Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of 

particular sentences in developing and refining a key concept. 

RI.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of 

the grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

L.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

a. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their 

function in particular sentences. 

b. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice. 

c. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and 

subjunctive mood. 

d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood.* 

W.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, 

and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 

information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 

charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen 

facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships 

among ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 

topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information 

or explanation presented. 



W.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 

question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused 

questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

W.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search 

terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or 

paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following 

a standard format for citation. 

W.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

a. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern work of 

fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional 

stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is 

rendered new”). 

b. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the 

argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and 

the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is 

introduced”). 

 

I Can Statements 

I can literally explain the meaning of a passage using text evidence 
 
I can understand the literal meaning of the text to the extent that I can infer the intent of the 
author’s purpose. 
 
I can recognize and cite the supporting details for the central idea or argument of the text. 
 
I can draw conclusions about the central idea based on the proof offered in the text. 
 
I can infer the author’s intent and purpose based on the content 
 
I can analyze and defend which supporting details most strongly support the author’s 
purpose and tone.  
 
I can identify  the central idea of the text based on textual details. 
 
I can identify  the details that support the central idea. 



 
I can understand how the central idea or argument progresses and builds throughout the 
course of the text. 
 
I can summarize the central idea of the text using only the most significant supporting 
details. 
 
I can identify text structures and organizational patterns.  
 
I can identify individuals, events, and ideas within a text. 
 
 
I can recognize symbolism, metaphor, simile, understatement, hyperbole, personification, 
imagery, analogy in the text. 
 
I can interpret texts that use figurative language, connotations, and content specific 
language. 
 
I can recognize the feelings associated with words both positive and negative 
 
I can critique the effect of analogies and allusions to other texts based on the author’s 
purpose and tone 
 
I can recognize content specific vocabulary. 
 
I can recognize the author’s main idea (thesis) and purpose. 
 
I can make relevant connections and references to other texts with similar ideas and 
purpose. RI.4 
 
 
I can identify the topic sentence, the supporting details, and the summative/ clincher 
sentence. 
 
I can identify and understand key ideas and supporting details. 
 
I can identify and understand how and why the author organized and crafted the piece. 
 
I can identify and understand how the author made the piece logical and coherent. 
 



I can identify and understand key ideas and supporting details on my own. 
 
I can identify and understand how and why the author organized and crafted the piece on 
my own. 
 
I can identify and understand how the author made the piece logical and coherent on my 
own.RI.10 
 
I can define gerund. 
I can define participle. 
I can define infinitives. 
 
I can pick out when active and passive voice are used. 
 
I can identify when a verb is in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and 
subjunctive moods. 
 
I can pick out when verb voice and mood are used inappropriately. 
 
I can write using correct conventions in standard English grammar. 
 
I can explain the function of verbals in general and in sentences. 
 
I can use verbs in passive and active voice 
 
I can use the various verb moods correctly (indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, 
and subjunctive) when I write and speak. 
 
I can recognize and correct shifts in verb voice and mood. 
L.1 
 
I can select a topic. 
 
I can find information to support my topic. 
 
I can use transitions effectively. 
 
I can use specific content vocabulary to support my ideas. 
 
I can write in a formal style. 



 
I can write a conclusion using supporting details from my information. 
 
 
I can introduce, recognize, and figure out opposing ideas, and organize the reasons behind 
each argument. 
 
I can use relevant information to organize and support my topic; using facts, quotes, details, 
etc.  
 
I can create cohesion and clarify relationships. 
 
I can use specific content vocabulary to support my ideas. 
 
I can write a conclusion paragraph  
W.2 
 
I can apply reliable sources of information. 
 
I can narrow or broaden that inquiry when appropriate. 
 
I can use multiple research avenues appropriately 
 
I can decide which facts/examples best answer a question. 
 
I can decide if a source is valid. 
 
I can ask or write questions that invite further investigation. 
 
I can do a short research project that answers questions using several sources and includes 
questions that invite further investigation. 
W.7 
 
I can recognize standard format for citation. 
 
I can determine the importance of various gathered information mediums.  
 
I can effectively use search terms. 
 
I can gather information from various sources. 



 
I can decide if a source is credible and accurate. 
 
I can use quotes or paraphrase material without plagiarizing. 
W.8 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Reading 

● The Little Drummer Boy of Shiloh - New Lit Book/Springboard Book 

page 328 

● Oh Captain, My Captain - New lit Book page 754(poem) 

● I Saw Old General at Bay -poem- new lit book page 756 

● First They Came for The Communists page 173 Springboard book 

● NewsEla articles? 

● Mysterious Mr. Lincoln new lit book page 282 

● Harriet Tubman new lit book page 266 

● Letter to Harriet Tubman new lit book page 278 

● Excerpt from “The Boy in the Striped Pajamas” Springboard Book 

page 195 

 

Writing 

● Outcome: Historical Interview Essay and Presentation 

Speaking 

● Show students how to do a works cited page 

● Prezi 

 

 

State Your Case (Week 12-17) 

Standards 

  RI.1. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text     

          says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 



RI.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of 

the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of 

the text. 

RI.3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, 

ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 

RI.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word 

choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

RI.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author 

acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 

RI.7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print 

or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea. 

RI.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 

whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize 

when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 

RI.9. Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the 

same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation. 

L.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break. 

b. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission. 

c. Spell correctly. 

SL.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., 

visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, 

political) behind its presentation. 

SL.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of 

the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when 

irrelevant evidence is introduced. 

SL.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent 

manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well- chosen details; use 

appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

SL.5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, 

strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest. 



SL.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 

English when indicated or appropriate. (See grade 8 Language standards 1 and 3 on 

page 52 for specific expectations.) 

W.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

a. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, 

and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), 

counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing 

out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s 

knowledge level and concerns. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, 

and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and 

evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms 

and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 

presented. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Can Statements 

I can find proof in the text that supports the author’s purpose. 
 
I can identify and evaluate can identify and evaluate conflicting evidence and/or viewpoints 
in a text  by identifying rebuttals, debate points, and counter arguments. 
 



I can identify and evaluate can identify and evaluate conflicting evidence and/or viewpoints 
in a text  by identifying rebuttals, debate points, and counter arguments. 
 
I can evaluate the disadvantages of using print, vs digital text, vs. video, vs. multimedia to 
present a topic or idea.RI.7 
 
I can define and identify specific claims and arguments in text that are relevant/irrelevant to 
the topic and purpose. 
 
I can identify evidence as relevant or irrelevant. 
 
I can identify reasoning as sound or unsound. 
 
I can judge whether or not  an argument in a text is based on sound reasoning and relevant 
and sufficient evidence. RI.8 
 
I can identify differences or conflicting information in a text. 
I can identify and evaluate can identify and evaluate conflicting evidence and/or viewpoints 
in a text  by identifying rebuttals, debate points, and counter arguments. 
 
I can analyze two or more texts for conflicting information as to how the texts disagree in 
facts or interpretation.RI.9 
 
I can write using correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 
 
I can use commas, ellipsis, and dashes correctly. 
 
I can use interrupting phrases (whether they  noun, adjectival, or verbal) correctly. 
 
I can identify and correct misspelled words. 
L.2 
 
I can identify the author’s purpose. 
I can identify the author’s mood and tone.  
 
 I will study the main ideas and supporting details offered in different media and formats. 
 
I will determine the motives and tone of the author/speaker in the information offered in their 
presentation. 
S.L.2 



 
I can identify the difference between sufficient and insufficient evidence to support the 
argument/ claim. 
 
 I will study the main ideas and supporting details offered in different media and formats. 
 
I will determine the motives and tone of the author/speaker in the information offered in their 
presentation. 
S.L.2 
 
I can identify the main argument, claim, assertion or thesis of a piece of writing. 
 
I will delineate a speaker’s arguments and specific claims which means I will be able to 
explain what their argument is and their evidence. 
 
I can define and identify specific claims and arguments in text that are relevant/irrelevant to 
the topic and purpose. 
 
I can analyze two or more texts for conflicting information as to how the texts disagree in 
facts or interpretation.RI.9 
 
I can recognize and/or construct an outline including sufficient evidence and I can identify 
the author’s mood and tone.  
 
 I will study the main ideas and supporting details offered in different media and formats. 
 
I will determine the motives and tone of the author/speaker in the information offered in their 
presentation. 
S.L.2 
 
I can distinguish between sound and unsound reasoning to support the argument or claim. 
 
I can recognize and/or construct an outline based on a speaker’s argument and claims. 
 
 
I will make claims and/or identify findings. 
 
I will identify correct eye contact, volume and pronounce words clearly. 
 
I will identify main points. 



 
I will present information in an orderly, focused, clear manner. 
S.L.4 
 
I will use multimedia in various ways to strengthen and add interest to my presentation. 
 
I can determine when I need to use multimedia and visual displays to make my presentation 
more memorable. 
S.L.5 
 
I can describe the qualities of formal speech. 
 
I can describe the qualities of informal speech. 
 
I can choose formal or informal speech depending on the need. 
S.L.6 
 
I can find credible sources. 
 
I can use transitions to clarify relationships and create cohesion. 
 
I can provide relevant, supporting evidence for each of my claims or arguments. 
 
I can create a thesis statement. 
 
I can write a concluding statement. 
  
I understand and can use correctly formal style. 
 
I can introduce, recognize, and figure out opposing ideas, and organize the reasons behind 
each argument. 
 
 

 

 

Reading 

● Day of Infamy 

● Save a Species 

● Susan B. Anthony 



● Miley Cyrus 

● Moon Landing 

● Founder of Baseball 

● Zoo Articles New lit book page 998 

● Nixon Debate 

● NewsEla Articles 

● Springboard book beginning page 131 

● Springboard book: Texting and DRiving 

● Position on Dodgeball page 1004 

● Should the Driving Age Be Raised to 18? Page 986 new lit book 

● Vampire Bat Debate 

 

 

 

Writing 

Argument 

Outcome: On demand common assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Place in the World (Weeks 18-23) 

 

Standards 

RL.1. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RL.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the 

course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide 

an objective summary of the text. 



RL.3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the 

action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

RL.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on 

meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

RI.1. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RI.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of 

the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of 

the text. 

RI.3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, 

ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 

RI.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word 

choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

RI.5. Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of 

particular sentences in developing and refining a key concept. 

RI.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of 

the grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

L.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

a. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their 

function in particular sentences. 

b. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice. 

c. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and 

subjunctive mood. 

d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood.* 

W.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and 

introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds 

naturally and logically. 



b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to 

develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal 

shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among 

experiences and events. 

d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to 

capture the action and convey experiences and events. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events. 

 

I Can Statements 

I can literally explain the meaning of a passage using text evidence 
 
I can understand the literal meaning of the text to the extent that I can infer the intent of the 
author’s purpose. 
 
I can recognize and cite the supporting details for the central idea or argument of the text. 
 
I can draw conclusions about the central idea based on the proof offered in the text. 
 
I can infer the author’s intent and purpose based on the content 
 
I can analyze and defend which supporting details most strongly support the author’s 
purpose and tone.  
 
I can analyze the text to draw conclusions as to the author’s inferred intent.RL.1 
 
 
I can understand how the characters, setting, and plot of the text contribute to the theme. 
 
I can shorten the passage into its main ideas. 
 
I can understand the universal overarching life lesson, or observation about human nature 
that arises out of the text.   
 
I can understand what the text means overall. 
 
I can determine how the characters, setting, and plot develop and enrich the theme 
throughout the text. 



 
I can shorten the passage into its main ideas and themes.RL.2 
 
I can identify dialogue, plot and characterization in literature. 
 
I can identify various points of view in narratives. 
 
I can identify dialogue, descriptive language, quotes, and reflections as used in narratives. 
 
I can recognize transition words, phrases, and clauses. 
 
I can use precise language, quotes, description, sensory details to visualize the action of a 
narrative 
 
I can find points of view in various narratives. 
 
I can use transitions effectively. 
 
I can connect experiences and events. 
 
I can create a sequence of events using dialogue.  
 
I can use specific content vocabulary to show action and tell about experiences and events. 
 
I can write a reflective conclusion using events in the narrative. 
 
 

Reading 

● Various Newsela articles 

● Out of Bounds page 804 

● From Kira Kira new lit book page 722 

● The Snapping Turtle new lit  book page 788 

● Raymond’s Run new lit book page 36 

● The Treasure of Lemon Brown new lit book page 176 

● Broken Chain old lit book 

 

Informational: One Last Time  page 838 

Poem 



How Things Work  page 848 

Lineage new lit book page 609 

The Road Not Taken by Robert Frost 

Identity page 621 

We Alone by Alice Walker new lit book page 628 

 

 

Writing 

● Author/Poet Study 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mystery and Suspense 

 

Standards 

RL.1. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RL.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the 

course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide 

an objective summary of the text. 

RL.3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the 

action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

RL.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on 

meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 



RL.5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the 

differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style. 

RL.6. Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience 

or reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as 

suspense or humor. 

RL.7. Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays 

faithful to or departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices made by the director 

or actors. 

RL.8. (Not applicable to literature) 

RL.9. Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or 

character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, 

including describing how the material is rendered new. 

RL.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, 

and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and 

proficiently 

L.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 

a. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to 

achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing uncertainty 

or describing a state contrary to fact). 

W.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and 

introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds 

naturally and logically. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to 

develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal 

shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among 

experiences and events. 

d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to 

capture the action and convey experiences and events. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events. 



 

I Can Statements 

I can literally explain the meaning of a passage using text evidence 
 
I can understand the literal meaning of the text to the extent that I can infer the intent of the 
author’s purpose. 
 
I can examine the text to determine the literal meaning of a passage. 
 
I can analyze the text to draw conclusions as to the author’s inferred intent.RL.1 
 
I can understand the universal over-arching life lesson, or observation about human nature 
that arises out of the text.   
 
I can understand what the text means overall. 
 
 
I can understand how the characters, setting, and plot of the text contribute to the theme. 
 
I can identify the main idea 
 
I can summarize what I read 
 
I can determine how the characters, setting, and plot develop and enrich the theme 
throughout the text. 
 
I can shorten the passage into its main ideas and themes.RL.2 
 
I can identify dialogue, plot and characterization in literature. 
 
I can analyze dialogue to determine: 
rising/propelling action 
how characterization is revealed 
how character decisions fuel the plot 
 
I can analyze plot to determine: 
rising/propelling action 
how characterization is revealed 
how character decisions fuel the plot 



 
I can analyze characterization to determine: 
rising/propelling action 
how characterization is revealed 
how character decisions fuel the plots. RL.3 
 
I can identify the words and phrases, the figurative language and the connotations and 
denotations of words and phrases in a text. 
 
I can determine the tone of a text and how it affect the meaning. 
 
I can identify analogies and allusions to other texts and how it affects the meaning and tone 
of the text. 
 
RL.4 
 
I can distinguish between the structure of two literary texts. 
 
I can examine how the structure of each text adds to the meaning and style of the text. 
RL.5 
 
I can identify the author’s point of view or purpose. 
 
I can identify the evidence the author uses to support his/her viewpoint/purpose. 
 
I can identify the conflicts in viewpoints. 
 
I can compare and contrast the author’s conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 
 
I can analyze the techniques the author uses to respond to conflicting evidence. 
 
I can support my analysis with examples from the text.RL.6 
 
I can recognize choices directors and actors make. 
 
I can define evaluate 
 
I can compare and contrast text (story or drama) and live or filmed production. 
 



I can analyze the faithfulness or departure between the text (story or drama) and the live or 
filmed production. 
 
I can evaluate the outcome/ impact of choices made by directors and actors. 
RL.7 
 
I can identify: 
Theme,Pattern of events or character types. 
 
I can determine the similarities and differences between a: 
modern work of fiction, myth, traditional story or 
religious work 
 
I can determine: 
themes 

allusions 

character archetypes 

motifs 

literary techniques 

rhetorical devices 

 
that may be 
common to all literary genres. 
 
I can describe how the text uses these common themes, allusions, etc.  and renders them 
new.RL.9 
 
I can read and understand texts that are on my grade level. RL.10 
 
I can use language conventions correctly when I write, read and speak and understand the 
use of language conventions when I listen. 
 
I can recognize active and passive voice. 
 
I can recognize conditional and subjunctive mood. 
 
I can use language correctly when writing, reading, and speaking. 
 
I can apply knowledge of language conventions when writing, reading and listening. 



 
I can determine when to use verbs in passive and active voice. 
 
I can determine when to use conditional and subjunctive mood. 
L.3 
 
I can identify various points of view in narratives. 
 
I can identify dialogue, descriptive language, quotes, and reflections as used in narratives. 
 
I can recognize transition words, phrases, and clauses. 
 
I can use precise language, quotes, description, sensory details to visualize the action of a 
narrative 
 
I can can create sequence of events. 
 
I can use transitions effectively. 
 
I can connect experiences and events. 
 
I can create a sequence of events using dialogue.  

I can use specific content vocabulary to show action and tell about experiences and  
events. 
I can write a reflective conclusion using events in the narrative W.3 

 

 

Reading 

Literary 

● The Monkey’s Paw new lit book page 372 

● The Tell Tale Heart new lit book page 80 

● The Landlady old text book page 

● The Lady or the Tiger page 704 

● The Third Wish old lit book 

● The Ransom of Red Chief page 50 

 

● The Captive 

● The Open Window  (In hand out)  



● There Come Soft Rains old lit book 

● Too Soon a Woman old lit book 

● The Vine (packet) 

 

Poems 

● http://www.poetry-archive.com/r/little_orphant_annie.html 

● Edgar Allen Poe (Ann has book) 

Informational: Newsela 

Writing 

 

 

End of Year (week 30-36) 

Standards 

RL.7. Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays 

faithful to or departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices made by the director 

or actors. 

RL.8. (Not applicable to literature) 

RL.9. Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or 

character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, 

including describing how the material is rendered new. 

RL.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, 

and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and 

proficiently 

W.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and 

introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds 

naturally and logically. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to 

develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal 

shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among 

experiences and events. 

http://www.poetry-archive.com/r/little_orphant_annie.html


d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to 

capture the action and convey experiences and events. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events. 

 

I Can Statements 

● I can compare and contrast a movie and short story 

● I can write a narrative speech looking toward the future 

 

● Flowers for Algernon - new lit book page 196 

● Watch Film Charly and compare/contrast 

● Promotion Speeches 

● Review for Kprep 

 

 

 


